
Cheese Bits     June 2026  1 

Mt. AIRY V.H.F. RADIO CLUB, INC. 

ARRL 
Affiliated 

Club W3CCXW3CCXW3CCX   

CLUB MEMORIAL CALLCLUB MEMORIAL CALLCLUB MEMORIAL CALL   

Volume LXIX Number        6 June 2026 

The May club meeting was well 
attended both in-person and on 
the Zoom broadcast link. Due 
to unforeseen circumstances, 

one portion of the planned program did not 
materialize. We hope to try again in the near 
future. In the meantime, the opening in the 
meeting schedule allowed time to discuss 
several recent events and added time to 
socialize over coffee and donuts with fellow 
members. It reminded me of the meetings I 
regularly attended 50 years ago when I first 
joined the Pack Rats. Those after meeting 
conversations were filled with advice, new ideas, 
and lots of laughter and good spirits. I am 
convinced that the after meeting experience was 
more important than the actual meeting program. 
It was great to feel that sense of nostalgia again. 
June is shaping up to be a busy month for the 
club. The reflectors are full of emails from 
stations announcing plans for MAD expeditions 
on 6/6. The ARRL June VHF Contest follows the 
weekend of 6/13 – 6/14, including the W3CCX 
operation at Big Pocono State Park. If you plan 
to help setup, operate, help take down, or just 
visit - please take pictures and jot down a few 
notes about what you experienced during your 
time at the contest site. This will help our Cheese 
Bits editor and the contest planners to review 
what went well and what could be improved. 
If you aren’t planning to go to the mountain, you 
can still help the club by submitting your score 
for the club competition and add to the W3CCX 
score. 
 
The June general club meeting takes place on 
the Thursday following the contest. We would 
like to have several of the Pack Rat W3CCX 

mountaineers and rovers tell their tales of what 
life on the mountain was like over the weekend 
event and any crying towel stories about the 
stations, food, bear sitings, etc. during the 
contest. 
 
The June meeting will also be the election of new 
officers and directors for the 2026-2027 term. 
Nominations will remain open until the final vote. 
Additionally, we will have a few new membership 
applications to vote on, an update on the July 
MDS 10GHz and 24 GHZ testing in July, Club 
Awards, and an expanded Mario Table and 
possibly a few high value items up for auction. It’s 
going to be a fun meeting so make plans to 
attend. 
 
With the current Pack Rat election term ending in 
a few weeks and a new slate of officers taking 
the reins in July, this will be my last Prez Sez. It 
has been a privilege to serve as President of this 
great organization for the last 2 years. I believe 
my fellow officers and directors have done an 
outstanding job of rekindling the interest and 
excitement of being a member of the Mt. Airy 
VHF Radio Club that has helped this organization 
survive and grow since its inception in 1956. The 
Pack Rats continue to be one of the most 
recognized radio clubs in the VHF and above 
category of this hobby. I want to thank the 
membership for all of their support and patience 
as we experimented with new program ideas and 
activities. I also want to wish the new leadership 
all the best in their future endeavors. Please 
support and guide them as you did with me. 
CU on the Bands 
Phil WA3NUF 
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Packrats CHEESE BITS is published monthly by 
the Mt. AIRY VHF RADIO CLUB, INC. –Abington, 
PA. 

 
We operate on a .pdf exchange basis with other non
-commercial publications. Anything that is printed in 
CHEESE BITS may be reprinted in a not for profit 
publication, unless stated otherwise, provided 
proper credit is given. Deadline for articles and 
swap-shop is the last day of the month preceding 
the publication month.  
 
Pack Rat Web Site: http://www.packratvhf.com 
 
SUBSCRIPTION/ADVERTISING MANAGER: 
Bob Fischer, W2SJ 23 Morning Glory Circle, Mullica 
Hill, NJ 08062 (609) 440-2916 bobw2sj@gmail.com 
 
EDITOR: 
Tom Frederiksen KA3FQS

 cheesebits@packratvhf.com 
 
WEB PRESENCE: 
Bill Schaffer WS3O 

 webpresence@packratvhf.com 
 
TRUSTEE OF CLUB CALL - W3CCX 
Mike Gullo WB2RVX  
(609)-743-6643 MGullo3@comcast.net  
 
W3CCX QSL CARDS: 
Bill Shaw K3EGE 
 
PACKRAT 222 MHz REPEATER - W3CCX/R 
222.98/224.58 MHz (PL 136.5) Hilltown, PA 
 
OFFICERS 2024-2025  
PRESIDENT  WA3NUF Phil Miguelez   
president@packratvhf.com      
VICE PRES:  WA2OMY Gary Hitchner    
vicepresident-at-packratvhf.com  
CORR. SEC: WA3EHD Jim Antonacci    
correspondence@packratvhf.com   
REC SEC:     WB2RVX Michael Gullo 
secretary@packratvhf.com  
TREAS:         W3KM Dave Mascaro     
    
DIRECTORS:  
K3TUF Phil Theis  2 Year Director 
WX3K Stephanie Koles 2 Year Director 
W2SJ Bob Fischer  1 Year Director      
K1RZ David Petke  1 Year Director 

PACK RAT COMMITTEES 
January Contest   N3RG, N2NC, W2SJ, AA2SD 
June Contest     N3YMS, WA3YUE, W2SJ 
Fall Sprints   WA3NUF, W9KXI, WA3EHD, 
   WS3O 
Pack Rat Awards WA3EHD, W2SJ 
Quartermaster Vacant 
Membership:  Ray N3RG, W2SJ, WA3GFZ 
 
PACKRAT BEACONS - W3CCX/B  
144.300 (FN21be), 222.060 (FN20tk), 432.300 
(FN20tk), 903.300 (FN21be), 1296.300 (FN20dh), 
2304.300 (FN20tk), 3400.300 (FN20dh), 5760.300 
(FN21be), 10,368.300 (FN20tk) See https://
www.packratvhf.com/index.php/on-air for details 
 
MONDAY NIGHT NETS 
VHF/UHF Monday: 
TIME         FREQUENCY         NET CONTROL  

 6:45PM     224.580  MHz KB3MTW Michelle  
 7:00 PM    Packrat Talk Group  KA3WXV George 
                  See Packratvhf.com ON AIR for details 
 7:30 PM       50.150   MHz N3RG FM29ki Ray 
 8:00 PM     144.245   MHz W2KV FN20ok Dave 
 8:30 PM     222.125   MHz KC3BVL FM29jw Jim 
 9:00 PM     432.110   MHz WB2RVX FM29mt Mike 
 
Visit the Mt Airy VHF Radio Club at: 
www.packratvhf.com or www.w3ccx.com 
 

PACKRAT E-MAIL REFLECTORS 
The Pack Rats have an E-Mail reflector that is open 
to Pack Rats and friends of the Pack Rats.  The 
intent of this E-mail reflector is to have a convenient 
means of reaching list members on subjects of 
general interest to the VHF/UHF and Microwave 
community. 

Packrats@mailman.qth.net 

The Pack Rats also have a Members Only reflector. 
This list consists of, and is for the use of, only Pack 
Rat club members. 
 
Packrats-members@mailman.qth.net 
 
See the W3CCX Web page for specific information 
on joining. 
 
Packrats on Facebook 
Use the browser link "www.facebook.com/
PackRatVHF", or within Facebook search for the 
name "Mt Airy VHF Radio Club". 
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May Meeting 
 
The May meeting of the Pack Rats had the usual hybrid format with some attending in person at the War-
minster location and others attending via Zoom.  General business was discussed by the president Phil 
WA3NUF.  Phil also presented the slate of candidates for club officers generated by the nominating com-
mittee but stressed that nominations will still be accepted.  The slate of candidates can be found in this 
edition of Cheese Bits.  This was followed by a call for operators for the June contest at the Pack Rats 
super station at Big Pocono State Park.  Scott, AA2SD, presented the plans for his rover group.  Applica-
tions for two perspective members were read.  These applications can be found in this issue of Cheese 
Bits.  Gary WA2OMY spoke about the upcoming microwave MDS test to be held at the July meeting.  Un-
fortunately the main speaker was unable to give his presentation on printed circuit board antennas so 
those in attendance got an opportunity to grab some drinks and doughnuts and catch up on happenings.  
Someone said that it reminded them of meetings of old when people would gather and talk until late into 
the night. 

 
 
 

Phil WA3NUF conducting the 
business meeting 

Gary WA2OMY giving information 
on the upcoming µW MDS testing 

Jim W3JG soliciting operators for 
the June contest super station 

Some of the chat groups that formed after the business meeting 
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July Pack Rats MDS 
 

The PackRats are inviting you to our Third Annual Minimal Discernible Signal (MDS) test session at the Ben 

Wilson Senior Center in Warminster PA on Saturday July 25th, to test your Portable 10 and 24 GHz receive sensi-

tivity, over a 300 foot Test Range.  This Test Range will help you to be ready for the ARRL 10 GHz and Up Con-

test on the 3rd weekends of August and September.  On this MDS Test Range, the Signal Source will be sending 

the W3CCX CW beacon signal and the signal strength will be dropped by 1 dB, every minute, until the signal is 

lost by every operator on the range.  When you can no longer copy the CW signal you raise your hand indicating 

that you copied the previous signal level, but you can no longer copy the next lower signal level – and this previous 

level will be recorded by the referee as your MDS.  Range frequency is 146.58 MHz so bring your HT.   Results 

will be published in our August 2026 Cheesebits Newsletter available on the w3ccx.com web site under 

“Newsletter”.    See below for Schedule of Events.  Please RSVP YES –or- NO and (for how many), so we can 

know how to plan for both the MDS and the food for the Picnic Lunch.    

  

For those Replying YES, I will send another email with some additional details over the next few weeks.   

  

Details:   

1. The vehicle equipment unloading area is limited in size so please be patient and follow directions of the people 

directing traffic in this tight area.   

2. For those who may require power on the line, there will be 115 VAC power available.   

3. This is a Rain or Shine event.  Summertime showers are often brief showers.  Slight time shifts may be re-

quired.    

  

Thanks and 73,  Dave K1RZ and Gary WA2OMY.    

  

Attached see some pictures from our last July’s MDS.   FYI – Ray N3RG and Joe KC2TN have agreed to serve as 

Range Referee’s again this year.  Thanks guys. 

  

  

Schedule of Events July 25th 

10:30AM 10 and 24 GHz signals on the air at a strong signal level, W3CCX Beacon mode. Microwave stations 

setup.  

11:00AM 24 GHz MDS testing starts. 

12:00PM 24 GHz ends, Brief meeting inside senior center. 

12:15PM Picnic lunch. 

1:00 PM 10 GHz MDS testing starts or as soon as everybody is ready. 

2:15 PM Everyone back inside, microwave stations breakdown. 

2:30PM HK1TL-W3CCX 1976 EME Expedition 50th Anniversary presentations start.  

4:30PM start cleanup. 

5:00PM plan to be done, Senior Center needs to be back the way we found it! 
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Dave K1RZ & Steve K3WHC Antennas 
Photo by KC2TN 

The Line for the 24 GHz MDS 
Photo by WA3NUF 

Gary WA2OMY operating the MDS source 
300 ft awayfrom the operators 

Photo by KC2TN 

Peter WW2Y with his 18” Offset Dish 10 
GHz system 

Photo by K1RZ 

Stephanie WX3K on her 1st 10 GHz 
MDS 

Photo by WA3NUF 

MDS Pictures from Last Year 
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New Member Applications 
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New Member Applications cont. 
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New Member Applications 
 



Cheese Bits     June 2026  10 

  

Pack Rat Nominations Slate for 2026 – 2027 Term 
  

 

 Officers: 
 
 President – Brian Taylor N3EXA 
 
 Vice President – Phil Theis K3TUF 
 
 Recording Secretary – Alan Arrison KB2AYU 
 
 Corresponding Secretary – Jim Antonacci WA3EHD 
 
 Treasurer – Dave Mascaro W3KM / Co-Treasurer – Roger Rehr W3SZ 
  

 Directors: 
 
 Scott Dantis AA2SD - (2 yr term) 
 
 Steve Kerns N3FTI – (2 yr term) 
 
 Stephanie Koles WX3K – (1 yr term) 
 
 Chris Patterson W3CMP – (1 yr term replacement for K3TUF) 
 
 
Nominations for all officer and director positions remain open until the final vote at the June general member-
ship meeting. Potential qualified members that would like to run for office should contact a BOD member. 
 
 
 
Phil NUF 
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AA2SD Works the 222 Sprint from Home 

with Attic Antennas Only 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA2SD - April 21st ,2026  Spring Spring 222 MHz -FM29MS 

After working the Ham Event last weekend with the KE5NJ Bus and WIAW/3 in Georgetown Delaware, 

I decided to take a much needed break from roving and stay at my home QTH for the 222 MHz Sprint. 

Sprints are short contests sponsored by the Central States VHF Society and are a great way to check 

equipment out, and keep your operating skills honed for the next contest. I had two goals, one was to 

resolve my N1MM and WSJTX interface for the Sprint, and the other was to test my fixed antennas. 

 

Installation of Antennas in the Attic - I live in an HOA with tower restrictions, over the last 2 years I have man-

aged to get 6 antennas into my attic space. My most recent deployment was the placement of a large Cush Craft 

15 element boomer with the tail. The only way to get this into placement was to carefully cut the boom into sections 

and fit pins. Once I was able to get this oversized Yagi in place and placed the pins back to build the boom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Managed to place (4) 222 MHz Antennas in My Attic to point in each direction and a small rotor set up 

with a Home Brew Cheap Yagi 222 MHz Antenna 

Let’s get this Yagi boom cut in three sections and install it in the attic. 
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This old school 222 WB boomer is now placed permanently in my attic A 

special thanks to a free antenna donation from fellow Pack Rat Tom 

K3GM. This antenna was reassembled and sits in a fixed position 

above my attic rafters. 

 

Final Results from the 222 Mhz Sprint 

 

• Shortened my total  Operation time to 3.0 hours only 

• Total of 25 contacts 14 on Phone SSB and 11 on FT8 

• 8 Grids total 

 

 

• Radio - FT991 with Mirage 100 Watt 222 MHz Amp 

• Antennas - Home Brew Cheap Yagi 6 Element, 4 Element Yagi on a small rotor, 10 Element 

222 MHz K1FO Design and a older Cush Craft 225 Boomer 15 element 222 MHz Yagi 
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Home Brew Cheap Yagi Plans from WA5VJB 

 

This home brew 6 element antenna was created from the CHEAP 

Yagi design. This Controlled Impedance "Cheap" Antennas are 

designed from Kent Britain WA5VJB 

This antenna was designed by Kent Britian, WA5VJB, and full 

credit for his plans. 

 

This antenna is ideal for new rovers, and is good for a fixed sta-

tion on a budget. It can be built for around $15-20 . I choose to 

build my own version out of a scrap office stand. The discarded 

office stands legs serve as the boom and the elements were cre-

ated from smaller gauge Harbor Freight welding rods. To save 

space this antenna nests under a vertical Elk I use for local re-

peater contacts. My total cost was under the $20 mark. 

 

I used a recycled aluminum  office presentation stand for the an-

tenna boom and Harbor Freight welding rods for the (6) elements. 

The simplified feed uses the structure of the antenna itself for im-

pedance matching. So the design from WA5VJB started with the 

feed and the elements were built around it. 

 

 Visit his plans at the following link: https://www.wa5vjb.com/references/More_cheap_Yagis_2004%

20WA5VJB.pdf 
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 Home built 6 element 222 MHz Cheap Yagi built from a recycled office stand and welding rods. 

 
 

For info on Cheap Yagis visit the link below: 

https://www.wa5vjb.com/yagi-pdf/cheapyagi.pdf 

 

I was able to work Dave K1RZ on SSB from the attic and Al W9KXI on FT8 with this antenna. In the picture a Verti-

cal Elk, one of my roving favorites, is mounted above for 2 mtr local repeaters only (vertical mount). I also have a 

second Elk in another position in the Attic for low signal VHF work. 

 

Longest Distance Contacts from the Attic - I was pleased to work the following long distance stations for 

my small station deploying attic only antennas. 

 

K1WHS “Dave” - 523 km FN43 Phone SSB 

N1SV “Leslie” -421 km FN42 Phone SSB 

W9KXI “Al” - 313 KM  FN12NE FT8 

WZIV” “Ron”  -  261 km   FN31RH Phone SSB 

K1TEO “Jeff”  - 231 km  FM31JH Phone SSB 

K1RZ “ Dave” - 200 KM FM19 Phone SSB 

 

 

 

 

Contest Mode and N1MM was successful with inte-

gration of N1MM and FT8 in contest mode for this 

Sprint with my FT 991A. 
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About 222 MHz - Thanks to Dave Olean K1WHS and others - There’s been an informal 222 activity 

and beyond every Tuesday night starting around 7pm Eastern Time. ON4KST is being used to coordinate 

Q’s when signals are weak. 

 

You can also learn more about 222 on The 222 Activity Group IO page at 

https://groups.io/g/222Activity 

 

 

 

 

Sprints are great to check equipment for Roving! 

My home station with my rover rack in place and operating position, this corner small server 

rack disassembles and will be moved back into my Rover for the Upcoming June VHF con-

tests. 
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 See you in the next upcoming Sprints to test more equipment 

 

I am also pleased to report that the equipment acquired and passed down older antennas are now one the air, and 

making QSO’s. My main focus is in support of the club, spreading the word, learning weak signal operation and 

having fun operating as a new Rover in support of the Pack Rats club members. 

 

This club offers a great community of experienced and helpful operators to get on the air, learn operating tech-

niques and most of all have fun, thank you for your support. 

 

 

 

Go Out and Play Radio, Listen for the Weak Ones 

Scott AA2SD 

www.aa2sd.com 
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 Pack Rats KC2SGV, WB2RVX, N3RG, And K1RZ get on the 

Air for The May “MADs” Microwave Activity Days. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AA2SD/R Rover - April 5,2026  Microwave Activity Days -  Sunday morning I coordinated with 

Joe to meet up locally to attempt his first 10GHz microwave contact. Joe recently acquired a 

10 GHz equipment from AB4CR and like myself is new to the microwave bands. We set up at 

one of the highest local South Jersey locations 190 feet overlooking a sand quarry on a very 

blustery day. The view of the quarry almost appeared like a scene from an apocalypse movie,  with large 

cranes in the distance, a radio tower and the wind swept open field. We were constantly buffered by 

winds and had to hold on to the dishes a few times. We set up our tripods overlooking a downed fence 

pointing into a Southern horizon. These windy conditions were not good for large dishes, but we prevailed 

and Joe was able to make his first 10GHz Contact 

 

You can Watch the You Tube Here 

 

youtube.com/shorts/X76VkUAsw6w?feature=share 

Scott AA2SD/R and Joe KC2SGV point across the sand quarry in FM29 Located at Pole Hill Park in 

Gibbsboro NJ. 
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Joe KC2SGV Makes adjustments to his small Rover Box 
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 Congratulations on Joe’s First 10 GHz Contact - Joe was testing a 2 foot dish and Demi Transvertor, 

and he also tested his portable Rover 10 GHz set up. We were successful with contact to Mike WB2RVX, 

but we failed to make a confirmed QSO with N3RG and K1RZ and KC3BVL. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can view a view photos here:https://photos.app.goo.gl/wgVG3WNAc71a8gHi7 

 

MADs What Are Microwave Activity Days? 

 

Microwave Activity Days(MADs) are organized, non-competitive events for amateur radio enthusiasts to test micro-

wave equipment by operating from portable, often high-altitude locations. The goal is to get amateurs out of the 

"shack" and onto hills to establish contact with other enthusiasts, usually on the first Saturday of the month, as seen 

in North Texas Microwave Society. The fun part of the MAD Days is that the focus is on testing equipment and en-

joying the process of setting up and testing equipment, often from a hill top or high elevation area. The concept has 

strong activity in Australia (VK) and has been adopted by other groups, like the West Carleton Amateur Radio Club 

in Canada Amateur operator VK3FS offers a excellent web site and blog that can be found at the links be-

low. 
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  You can learn more about MADs at the link here from VK3FS.  Please also view the You Tube video 
from VK3FS at the link here. https://youtu.be/C5x9bkH6VjI?si=eZBxTtCO4WydjIey 
 

Groups.IO List  - You can also visit the10GHz-Up groups.io list . A group of 

Amateur Radio operators interested in 10 GHz and up 2-way radio activities centered around operating plans for 

various Amateur Radio competitions.  Related entrant information is maintained in a database sponsored by Roger 

W3SZ. 

 
https://groups.io/g/10GHz-Up 

 

Thanks to all operators that supported us in the field during the test. Please listen for us during the next 

Microwave Activity Day 

 

Go Out and Play Radio , Listen for the Weak Ones 

 

Scott 

AA2SD 

www.aa2sd.com 
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10 GHz MAD Portable 
Lenny W2BVH 

On Saturday, I had to choose between MAD at a remote 
site and the Microwave Sprint from home. I chose the 
MAD op. I went out with Warren WB2ONA to "The Park-
ing Deck" in FN20tl (East Brunswick NJ) to operate 10 
GHz. We had a great time. Setup was pretty uneventful, 
though even an uneventful setup takes a hour or more. I 
had a list of 7 possible Q's to make from the people who 
registered on the Packrat Database or who sent emails 
to the reflector with their plans for the MAD. Of those 
Warren had 6 Q's and I had 5. (Warren has a 4 ft dish 
and I have a 2 ft. Likewise Warren was running 6 watts 
and I had 1 watt at the feed.) The one I missed and War-
ren got was Chris NG3W in FN11. We both worked 
K1RZ in FN12 (around 260 Km) though it was a true 
weak signal QSO. I was surprised to get a report from 
Roger W3SZ of 40dB out of the noise and he was strong 
enough that we probably would have been able to make 
it a phone contact. Other Q's were K1TEO, WX3K (at 
Camelback) and WB2ONA (at a distance of around 30 
feet :-). 
 
I'm still not sure if my feed is at the focal point of my dish 
and have to figure out how to be sure if its adjusted cor-
rectly. Also I'd like to see if I could put the LNA and antenna relay right on the feed (it would give me 1 
more dB of snr). At some point I'd like to add more transmit power too. But all that said I can tell you I had 
a blast and look forward to more 10 GHz operation, hopefully with even more participants.  
 
Thanks to everyone for your Q's 
and your patience! 
 
Attached are some photos from 
the parking deck. 
 
73, 
Lenny W2BVH   
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Rainy Day Projects 

Rainy day mods on a 222-28 
Stephanie  WX3K 
 

Basically as follows: 
 
Disable old LO by lifting L27, L28 and R17 and con-
necting DIGI LO power to where L26 was con-
nected. 
 
Injecting the RF output of the DIGI LO into C19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Editors note: the DigiLO injection point is on the other side of the cut, 
at C19 as described in the text.) 

 
Completed project. 
 
 

Repairing a dual band HT amplifier 
Tom KA3FQS 
 

Many years ago (>20) some friends and I put up a 
440 repeater.  At the time I had a dual band Icom HT 
and a dual band mag-mount antenna.  Seeking to 
increase the range of my setup I purchased a dual 
band amplifier marketed by Maha (similar to the 
BD35 marketed by MFJ).  This is an interesting am-
plifier in that it uses diplexers and relays to select 
the appropriate matching networks for a single tran-
sistor amplifier and passes the other band through.   
 
The amplifier worked for a while but developed a 
problem.  When fed with a 440 signal the 2 m relay 
would chatter and the 2 m key lamp would flash.  I 
took it apart and removed the 2 m relay but could 
not find anything wrong.  I put all of the parts in a 
box and forgot about it for a long time and a house-
hold move. 
 
A while back I came across a posting on the internet 
about repairing this amp.  It seems that an electro-
lytic cap goes bad and replacing this cap with a new 
low esr type and adding a 0.1 µF ceramic cures the 
problem. 
 
With this information and the capacitors in hand I 
dug out the box and found all of the parts.  Replac-
ing the caps cured the band switching problem but 
the amp produced no power on 2 m.  Probing 
around the output diplexer I found an inductor lead 
that was not soldered.  After soldering that lead the 
amplifier works fine.   
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CHU to Cease Operation 
 

CHU, Dominion Observatory Canada, the Canadian time standard broadcast station is shutting down at 
the end of June. This was the first shortwave station I remember hearing on my Lafayette Explor-Air re-
ceiver after I finished the kit. Actually I re-finished the kit. My cousin got it as a gift, built it and it didn't 
work so he gave it to me. My strategy to get it going was to strip it to a bare chassis and re-build it from 
scratch (good reasoning for a 12 year old). Once re-built, it worked first time. Radio Moscow, Vatican Ra-
dio, and lots of ham transmissions were the most prominent other signals it heard.   It got me going in 
ham radio a couple of years later.   

   
Here is a short YouTube video describing the CHU signal and the shutdown:   

https://youtu.be/NMEikIC_4Zs?si=Vmyrykk41EI_tRf5  
   

73,  
Lenny W2BVH   
 
 
PS- despite his failure, my cousin got into ham radio too, though he only stuck with it for a few years 
WA2QEZ.  

   
  

  New 2 m Beacon 

 
Dave W2KV wrote, “I just started hearing K3PBC FN20hg on 144.276.5.  QRZ says it's in Harleysville, 
PA .” 
 
Griff NE3I wrote, “The K3PBC Beacon uses a 14 foot (?) vertical atop the Peter Becker Community Ama-
teur Radio Club’s Tower (after a coax run of about 100 feet). Packrat Marten Beels built it. As I under-
stand it, it is only 100 mW power. The entire beacon device is less than 2 inches by 2 inches square. I 
think that Martin said he used a microscope to solder the minuscule components some of which were too 
small for me with my progressive glasses to recognize. We have heard it well all the way past Pottstown, 
down to Willow Grove and elsewhere.” 
 
Marten K3HUW wrote, “Yes, thanks for the details, Griff.  FWIW, here is a photo of my prototypes, it 
made it past version "Oops".  The final version is small enough to fit into an Estes BT-50 (24mm) rocket 
tube. 
The version installed at K3PBC is actually number 4, they're not quite so cramped for space!” 
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Regularly Scheduled On The Air Events 
 

VHF/UHF Monday -  Every Monday except holidays and contest nights the following nets are 
held, 224.58 MHz FM Repeater, at 6:45, Packrat Talk Group DMR net at 7:00 PM, 50.150 MHz 
USB NCS N3RG FM29ki at 7:30 PM, 144.245 MHz USB NCS W2KV FN20os, at 8:00 PM, 222.125 
MHz USB NCS KC3BVL FM29jw, at 8:30 PM, 432.110 USB NCS WB2RVX FM29mt at 9:00 PM. 
 

1296 MHz Activity Night—There’s an informal 1296 activity night in the NY/NJ/PA/CT region 
(and beyond) every Monday  night starting around  9:30 pm (or so) on 1296.110. No coordination, 
just jump in and say hello . 
 

222 MHz Activity Night—There’s been an informal 222 activity night in the Northeast (and be-
yond) every Tuesday night starting around  7 pm (or so)  Eastern Time. ON4KST is  being used by 
some to coordinate Q’s  when direct CQ’s are weak.  
 

Notice of Changes to the KC3BVL Nets 
 

KC3BVL UHF Wednesday Net—Packrat, Jim KC3BVL conducts  Wednesday night nets with 
schedule as follows: 7:30PM—903.100, 8:00PM—1296.100, 8:30PM– 432.150, 9:00PM  2304.100. 
 

KC3BVL VHF Friday Net—Packrat, Jim KC3BVL conducts Friday night nets with schedule as 
follows: 7:30PM-144.160, 8:00PM-50.160, 8:30PM- 222.150.  No 432 net. 
 

KC3BVL SHF Saturday Net—Packrat, Jim KC3BVL conducts a Saturday morning net with 
schedule as follows: 7:00AM—5760.100 
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Your Ad Here 

You can advertise in Cheese Bits!   
 
For details and rates contact Bob Fischer, 
W2SJ  
23 Morning Glory Circle, Mullica Hill, NJ 08062 
(609) 440-2916  

Editor’s Notes 
 
Tom KA3FQS 
 
This edition of Cheese Bits has a variety of articles 
from a few authors.  There is the report on the May 
meeting featuring photographs from Andrea, Scott 
supplied two articles on his operating experiences, 
Lenny’s report on a roof top expedition with Warren 
to work 10 GHz on Microwave Activity Day, a cou-
ple of new membership applications for your re-
view, Phil provided the slate of candidates for the 
election of officers next month, a couple of “rainy 
day” projects from Stephanie and I, announce-
ments about the demise of CHU the Candian time 
station from Lenny and the discovery of a new 2 m 
beacon by Dave, finally Phil provided the Pack Rat 
Calendar for June.   
 
I listed all of these contributions to show that every-
one has something to offer so please consider sub-
mitting an article to Cheese Bits on your latest op-
erating adventure or the latest thing on your work 
bench or tower.  Don’t worry too much about gram-
mar or spelling Melanie and her trusty assistant 
Buster the cat will clean things up.  Spelling is not 
my strong point and she takes care of my mistakes. 
 
This is the final issue with Phil WA3NUF as presi-
dent.  I think we all owe him thanks for the hard 
work he has put in for the club for the past two 
years. 

Please Visit Our Website: 
www.therfc.com 

Email: rfc@therfc.com 
 

213 N. Frederick Ave Ste #11 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 USA  

            

Order Line: 800-783-2666 
Tech Line: 301-840-5477 
Fax Line: 301-869-3680 

Hours: Monday-Friday 9:30am - 5:30pm 

 

The R.F. Connection 
 

Specialist in RF Connectors and Coax 

Worldwide Shipping via FedEx or US Post Office 
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DOWN EAST MICROWAVE 
Manufacturers and Distributors 

Of VHF/UHF/SHF Equipment and Parts 
50 to 10,368 MHz 

     

 

 
TO: 

Say you saw it in Cheese Bits 

 

• No-Tune Linear Transverters 

• Linear Power Amplifiers 

• Low Noise Preamps 

• Coax Relays, Coax Cable,  
 Connectors 

• Crystals, Chip Capacitors, MMICs, 
 Transistors, RF Modules 
 

For All Equipment  
Steve Kostro, N2CEI 

 
http://www.downeastmicrowave.com 

 
19519 78th Ter.  

Live Oak FL 32060  
Tel. 386-364-5529 (Voice) 

 

 

MT. AIRY VHF RADIO CLUB, INC. 

 


